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12. Clavering & Arkesden Preschool FEEE Policy

Free Early Education Entitlement (FEEE) Policy for 2, 3 and 4 year olds, including FEEE 3&4, EFE, FEEE2W
and FEEE2

To be able to deliver the FEEE funding, we must have a contract with Essex County Council. This forms
a binding agreement between us and ECC and states that we must abide by the conditions and
requirements of the contract and the Department for Education (DfE) Early Education and Childcare
Statutory Guidance January 2024.

Free entitlement funding comes from central government to the local authority, who then set the
funding rates and make payments to providers. At Clavering & Arkesden Preschool this is calculated over
a maximum of 38 weeks. No direct payments are ever made to parents.

Clavering & Arkesden Preschool are committed to offering free early education to all qualifying children
regardless of their family circumstances. We do not charge “top up” fees or include compulsory costs
during sessions. Any additional sessions parents choose to add will be charged at the usual hourly rate
of £7.50ph.

FEEE 3&4 and EFE

All three and four year olds can get funded entitlement hours the term after they turn three up until
they go to school, this is called the universal funded entitlement (FEEE 3&4). Children will get up to 570
funded entitlement hours over the year. This is for 15 hours per week for 38 weeks.

Three and four year olds of eligible working parents can get the extended funding entitlement (EFE),
which is another 15 hours in addition to the universal 15 funded hours, this is often called the “30 hour
offer” This is because children can have up to 30 hours a week for 38 weeks which is a total of 1,140
hours of funded entitlement a year.

The 38 weeks (or 570 hours) start at the beginning of April and finish at the end of March in the following
year and are divided into three terms in line with the school terms. The terms are as follows:

e Summer Term — April to July
e Autumn Term — September to December
e Spring Term —January to March



Eligibility

All three and four year olds are entitled to receive the universal funded hours per week funding for 38
week per year (term time), from the term after they have their third birthday. See table below:

If their birthday is between They get FEEE3&4

1t April — 31 August Autumn Term (September onwards)
1°t September — 31 December Spring Term (January onwards)

1t January — 31 March Summer Term (April onwards)

These dates have been fixed by the Department for Education and cannot be changed.

FEEE2W and FEEE2

Some two year olds can get funded hours if their parents are on certain benefits, economic criteria or
the child meets certain non-economic criteria (FEEE2). Children will get 570 hours funded entitlement
over the year. This is for 15 hours per week for 38 weeks if the parents meet the eligibility criteria.

Two year old children of eligible working parents can get funded entitlement hours the term after they
turn two (FEEE2W). From September 2025, eligible children will get up to 1,140 funded entitlement
hours over the year. This is for 30 hours per week for 38 weeks if the parent meets the eligibility criteria.

Using Free Early Education Entitlement at Clavering & Arkesden Preschool
The FEEE entitlement can be used at Clavering & Arkesden Preschool:

e fora minimum of 3 hours a day and a maximum of 6 hours a day between 9.00am and 3.00pm
e over 38 weeks per year
e without being subject to conditional additional payments

To find out if you are eligible for two year old funding, or extended 3&4 year old funding, go to
https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/childcare-early-years-education/15-and-30-hours-support/.

How to claim Free Early Education Entitlement

Clavering & Arkesden Preschool will be able to claim funding from Essex County Council. The funding is
paid directly to us on a termly basis.

Each term we will ask you to sign a Parent/Carer Agreement Form. The form is your commitment to
Clavering & Arkesden Preschool for your child’s place for that term. We will then submit the information
to Essex County Council to claim the Free Early Education Entitlement for next term.

If you have a Working Parents Entitlement Code, you MUST reconfirm your eligibility around every three
months (when prompted by HMRC) in order to receive funding. If you do not reconfirm you will become
ineligible and will be charged at our hourly rate.



In order to apply you will need to pass the following on to Clavering & Arkesden Preschool:

e Your 11-digit 30 hour eligibility code
e Parent’s National Insurance Number
e Child’s date of birth

e Consent that we can validate your code

Once we have received notification that the code has been successfully validated and offered additional
hours then your space will be confirmed. We will need a completed Parent/Carer Agreement Form from
you to be able to claim the hours. This must be done the term before funding starts.

Please note we are unable to contact HMRC on your behalf to discuss individual issues regarding
entitlement. If parents do not reconfirm their eligibility and supply the preschool with the necessary
information your child’s place may be at risk and we will require payment in full to confirm your child’s
future place.

Other Information

Increasing Funded Hours

Please note that you cannot increase your funded hours during the course of a term. Once the
Parent/Carer Agreement Form has been completed and hours agreed for the term, that information is
entered for the terms “Headcount” at the beginning of each term. Once this is done, the amount of
funding we receive for you cannot be changed. You can increase your hours if the sessions are available,
but this will be charged at our hourly rate until the following term when we can then look to increase
your funding.

Holidays

If a child is away on holiday, you cannot “bank” the unused hours and use them at a later date in addition
to your usual sessions. Any addition to usual sessions will be charged at the normal hourly rate.

Bank Holidays and Inset/Training Days

Please be aware that you will not always be able to access your full entitlement of FEEE on Bank Holidays
and Inset/Training Days. Unfortunately, where a Bank Holiday falls within the 38 weeks of Term Time it
is not possible for parents to access these hours as the preschool is closed. Similarly with Inset Days, it
is mandatory for the preschool to close for training for a set number of days per year, so parents are
unable to access the FEEE hours on these days. Subject to availability, an alternative session may be
offered where possible.

Stretched Funding

While some other preschools do allow you to stretch the number of hours funding you receive over
more than 38 weeks per year, we do not. We are only open for 38 weeks per year.

Split Funding/Sole Provider

Some providers do not allow you to split your funding entitlement with another provider (eg 8 hours
per week with us and 7 hours per week with another). We are happy for funding to be split. The only



funding which cannot be split is the FEEE2 funding as it is against government policy to split this, only
one provider can be in receipt of this funding.

To comply with the requirements of this policy and our Agreement with the Local Authority, Clavering
& Arkesden Preschool will:

e Require you to complete and return the Parent/Carer Agreement Form every term
e Require seeing a copy of your child’s birth certificate or passport

e Require the Parent’s National Insurance Number

Other sites you may find useful are:

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator

https://www.essex.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/help-
childcare-costs/funded-1-0




